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During a recent trip to Europe, Guatemalan President Vinicio Cerezo announced he was prepared
to negotiate with guerrilla leaders, and said they should provide some indication of their interest
in the talks as well as a site. In an open letter to Cerezo, dated Oct. 25, the Guatemalan National
Revolutionary Unity (URNG) proposed talks in Guatemala City at the Spanish or Mexican
embassies. Officials at the two embassies informed the press and the Cerezo government of their
willingness to promote peace talks in the fashion suggested by the rebels. On Nov. 1 spokesman
for Cerezo, Julio Santos, said the administration is awaiting official verification from the URNG
of the proposed peace negotiations. Copies of the open letter were delivered to news agencies
in Guatemala City. Santos stated that the letter appeared to be genuine, and that an official copy
would likely arrive soon. Next, the Catholic Church has volunteered to serve as mediator in the
negotiations in the person of Guatemala City Archbishop Monsignor Prospero Penados del Barrio.
The archbishop said the mediation by the Church would follow the example of the Salvadoran
Church. Politicians of the Democratic Socialist, National Centre Union and the ruling Christian
Democrat parties have expressed support for the peace talks. In contrast, the right wing represented
in the national congress by the Democratic Institutional, National Liberation Movement and the
National Unity Front parties have reacted with considerable skepticism regarding the viability of
peaceful negotiations with the rebels. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 11/03/86, and NEW YORK
TIMES, 11/02/86)
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